
1:  Correct because clear 36” path between all furniture ele-
ments and between furniture and walls to access all seats.    

2:  Wrong because 36” should be provided to gain access to 
the SE chair.  The NE chair blocks this path.  Could work if table 
was nudged N to provide 36” between wall and seat edge.

3:  Correct because there is a clear 36” path to each seat.  36” 
between furniture elements.

4:  Wrong because 36” between furniture elements was not 
provided (chair & book shelves)

5:  Correct because there is a clear 36” path to each seat.  
NOTE the similarity to #2.  But 36” must be provided between 
two furniture elements &/or between table edge and wall.  Same 
goes for the executive desk configurations when adjacent to a 
credenza element.

6:  Correct because 36” clear between two furniture elements 
which provides access to the S chair.  S edge of table is 36” clear 
to wall.
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2: 5:
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Step 1:  Layout spaces based on prescribed pro-
grammatic areas using logical dimensions that 
will be common to similar size spaces.  These 
similar dimensions will tie these spaces together 
as a whole for a particular ‘wing, area or bar.  As a result, when 
you get to step 5 & 6 you may find that everything aligns nicely 
and fits within border.  Use your head.  Don’t be stupid.  If its 
2,500sf then you know its 50’ x 50’ so draw it that way....at least 
for starters.  Coming up with nifty proportions will only create 
a visual predisposition to orientation that may ultimately lead 
you a stray.  Be square and be there.  I start with the spaces with 
the obvious sizes such as the 10’ x 20’ dimension of the stairs 
(ST), the obvious 10’ x 15’ for the toilets (T) and the obvious 
10’ x 10’ for the elevator shaft (E), elevator machine room (EE) 
and custodian (C).  After I drew these first, I laid out the other 
spaces to match the appropriate dimension.   For instance; using 
the long side of the stair (ST) of 20’, I used this as the short side 
of the mechanical (EM), special collections (SC), workspace (W) 
and the lending desk (LD).  

Step 2:  Group small “dark” utilitarian functions 
that you know will be nested at the double height 
space.  Based on the smaller square footages, you can see a 
commonality.  Group them based on their puny size.

Step 3:  Layout what you know based on pro-
grammatic directive and code restrictions.  
          -Lobby (L) is to be at the East therefore place it at 

the East property line.
-Main Reading (MR) and Children Reading (CR) 
are to have ‘views’ which the program AND the 
plan indicate is to the North therefore place these 
spaces at the north property line
-Stacks (S) are to be adjacent to the MR therefore 
you know it needs to be with the North spaces.  
Place it at the North property line

Step 4:  Nest those ‘dark’ utilitarian spaces.  Move them 
functions just below the North spaces as you planed (or I do at 
least) nest them in the big box spaces. (Dorf master strategy!!! 
it works!!!)

Step 5:  Move all the remaining medium size 
spaces, to the bottom.  The corridor becomes obvious.

Step 7:  Before you start panicking and fucking 
with every spaces dimension that you so carefully laid 
out to the inch, adjust all the spaces into a coherent assemblage 
that will resemble your final layout.  Again, don’t mess with the 
dimensions yet.  See what happens when you lay them out.  

Step 8:  The only adjustment I needed to do to get everything 
to fit within the building setback lines was rotate the children’s 
reading (CR).  My assumption of dimensions...all based on the 
obvious seemed to work out (at least this time) 

Step 9:  Gut check....as it is, it works depending on how 
you feel about ‘L’ shaped spaces.  However, I like the clean lines 
and felt I could get into a squeeze on the second level.  So when 
you hit the next page you will see the adjustments made in the 
final solution.




