
FIRE PROTECTION QUIZ – BY BOBCAT 
 
1. What type of building is most fire resistant? 

a. Type I 
b. Type II 
c. Type III 
d. Type IV 
e. Type V 

 
2.  The majority of the standards for fire protection in the US are generated by? 

a. ASHRAE 
b. The Department of the Interior 
c. The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
d. City police departments. 

 
3. The minimum exit corridor width is? 

a. 36” 
b. 39” 
c. 44” 
d. 48” 

 
4. If a wet standpipe system is installed, every point on every floor must be 

within how many feet of a connection? 
a. 75’ 
b. 130’ 
c. 150’ 
d. 200’ 

 
5. Which of the following is not a common ignition source for building fires? 

a. Electrical 
b. Chemical 
c. Nuclear 
d. Mechanical 

 
6. Dry standpipes are? 

a. Used by building occupants to put out a fire before it gets out of 
control. 

b. Filled with Halon gas or carbon dioxide, and triggered automatically. 
c. Used by fire fighters, who have to pump water into them. 
d. Used to drain floors of excess water during fire fighting. 

 
7. The normal concentration of oxygen in air is? 

a. 50% 
b. 25% 
c. 21% 
d. 10% 

 



 
8. Which of the following fire detection devices will sense the products of 

combustion, whether or not the fire is very large 
a. Ionization detector. 
b. Smoke detector. 
c. Sprinkler head with fusible link. 
d. Heat detector. 

 
9. Exterior fire escapes are generally no longer permitted because? 

a. They are made of wrought iron, which melts easily. 
b. Smoke plumes rising from windows can render these devices unusable 

early in a fire. 
c. They are too narrow to allow all occupants to escape quickly. 
d. They obstruct fire truck ladder access. 

 
10.  Which of the following are required to have a Siamese connection at the 

base? 
I. Wet standpipes 
II. Dry standpipes 
III. Wet sprinkler systems 

a. I and II 
b. II & III 
c. I & III 
d. I, II, and III 

 
11. In order of importance it is most important to protect. 

a. Columns, girders, beams, and the floor slab. 
b. Girders, columns, floor slab, and beams. 
c. Beams, columns, floor slab, and girders. 
d. Floor slab, girders, columns, and beams 

 
12. The major benefit of using sprinkler systems is that: 

a. They do not require that someone be in attendance to be effective. 
b. They are considerably less expensive than standpipe systems. 
c. They do not damage valuable artwork, books or records. 
d. They may also be used as domestic plumbing systems. 

 
13. Name and describe the four stages of most fires. 

a. INCIPIENT STAGE:  Invisible products of combustion are given off.  
However there is no visible flame or significant smoke or heat.  Best 
detected by ionization or gas type detectors. 

b. SMOLDERING STAGE:  Presence of visible smoke.  Best detected by  
photoelectric detectors. 

c. FLAME STAGE:  Fire exists.  While significant heat is still not present 
it will soon follow.  Flame type detectors sense ultraviolet and infrared 
radiation, both of which are present at this stage. 

 



 

d. HEAT STAGE:  Openly burning visible flame which is producing 
significant heat, smoke and expanding the air.  Detectors for use in 
this stage act like the fusible link in a fire sprinkler, and are called heat 
activated or temperature detectors. 

 
14. What is an “Automatic Fire Recall (capture) System”? 
  Required by elevator codes in case of fire.  This system immediately 
returns all elevators to a predetermined floor (usually the ground floor) where 
they remain parked with the doors open.  This system allows fire fighters to 
determine that no one is trapped in an elevator.  In addition a vented elevator 
shaft can facilitate the removal of smoke from the floor of the fire.  
 
15. Supplying fresh air to a smoke-free stair entirely from the bottom or the top is 

not advisable because? 
a. It is too likely that open doors near the source would deplete the fresh 

air for the rest of the stair. 
b. Open doors would draw fire into the stair. 
c. The stair would effectively become a chimney for smoke. 
d. The fire would likely intensify at the foot of the stair where the greatest 

number of people are exiting. 
 
16. Sprinkler and smoke removal systems are sometimes at cross purposes 

because? 
a. The smoke removal system can be damaged by water. 
b. The buoyancy of smoke is reduced by cooling water. 
c. Acrid smoke can damage sprinkler systems. 
d. Activated sprinklers distribute smoke into unwanted areas with their 

swirling action. 
 
17. Compartmentation refers to: 

a. Sealing special chemicals in compartments, which are released when 
fire is detected. 

b. Containing the fire in the area in which it began. 
c. Dividing a sprinkler system into compartments based on required flow 

rate. 
d. Dividing the city into Fire Zones 1, 2, and 3. 

 
18. In a reinforced-concrete building, reinforcing rods can be used as lightning 

conductors only if? 
a. The rods protrude from the building 
b. The rods are welded, not tied. 
c. The concrete is precast. 
d. The building has no steel studs. 

 
19. Flashover occurs when? 

a. All the materials reach combustion temperature at once. 



 

b. One building’s roof ignites the next building’s roof. 
c. A fire thought to be extinguished restarts itself from the embers. 
d. High temperatures trigger a sprinkler head. 

 
20. Which of the following fire types should be counteracted with a Type C 

extinguisher? 
a. Grease fire 
b. Wood fire. 
c. Live electrical 
d. Plastic fires. 

 
21. The advantage of using inerting gas and clean-agent fire suppression 

chemicals over water is that? 
a. They do not harm the environment. 
b. They can protect a building’s contents, not just the structure. 
c. They do not deprive the air of oxygen required to breathe. 
d. They require no special storage conditions. 

22. Which of the following is not a typical fire alarm system? 
a. Central station 
b. Household 
c. Remote station protective signaling. 
d. Laser relay. 

 
 
 
 


